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INCE I firſt began to recommend the great 

love of God in Chriſt Jeſus to others, I have 
had many ſolicitations to give ſome account of 
his dealings with my own ſoul, yet I never could 
prevail on myſelf to attempt it till now. But hav- 
ing kept no journal, it cannot be expected that 
the following pages ſhould contain any thing more 
than a recital of a few particular circumſtances 
which made the deepeſt impreſſion upon my me- 
mory at the time they occured, If theſe, or any 
of them, are made a bleſſing to my friends, let 
them give God the glory, | 


I was born in the North-Riding of Yorkſhire, 
in a large village called Marſt, in February 1749. 
I was put to ſchool early, and taught to read the 
ſcriptures from a child; in ſome parts of which L 
found ſingular delight, _ 


A'S: The 


a 


3 
The Spirit of God began to ſtrive with me when 
was about three or four years old. On hearing 


a paſling-bel}, or ſeeing a corpſe, I was very 


thoughtful, and would often aſk my parents per- 
tinent queſtions about a future ſtate, On ſeeing 
lightning, or hearing a loud clap of thunder, my 
fears were uſually alarmed to a high degree; and 
the more ſo as an impreſſion always followed me, 
that it was God ſpeaking from the clouds; and as 
I greatly expected, at theſe times, that he was juſt 
deſcending to judge the world, I would run to the 
door to ſee him come! Such ideas as theſe were 
much increaſed and confirmed by ſeveral dreams, 
which I had from my infancy, about death, judg- 
ment, heaven, and hell, 


When I was about ten years of age, I dreamed 
one night, I ſaw fire burſting out of the earth in 
ſeveral parts; that it raged ſo furiouſly, and ſpread 
with ſuch rapidity, that in a few ſeconds, the 
whole globe was but one blaze! I thought I ſaw 
all the inhabitants of the place where I lived, 
ſtruck with inexpreſſable conſternation and hor- 
ror; and eſpecially the bad people (as I called 
them) whom I had known to cuiſe and ſwear, 
and get drunk ; with many of my play-fellows, 
who were accuſtomed to lie, and cheat, and play 
on the Sabbath: theſe I thought ſet up ſuch dread- 
ful ſhrieks and yells, as were enough to pierce a 
heart of ſtone. As I looked up, the face of the 


ſky ſeemed totally overſpread with blackneſs, | 
Inſtantly the forked lightnings began to play, till 
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the heavens were all in one glare, and ſuch loud 
peals of thunder followed, as I had never heard, 
The ſun I could ſee no more; but I thought I got 
a tranſient ſight of the moon, which appeared 
larger han ever I had ſeen it before, and as read 
as a huge mals of bluod. The heavens ſeemed all 
in motion, and were exceedingly agitated ; they 
appeared to work, and heave, and rock from fide 
to ſide, till not one ſtar was left remaining: thus 
was that ſcripture fulfilled, © And the ſtars of hea- 
ven fell unto the earth even as a fig-tree caſteth 
her untimely figs when ſhe is ſhaken of a mighty 
wind.“ The iky ſeemed next to paſs away, or, 
(as 1 remember to have read) © to be wrapped to- 
gether as a {croll.” My favourite paſſage, Dan, 
vii. 9, 10. I now ſaw fulfilled; viz. % And the 
Ancient of Days did fit, whoſe garment was white 
as ſnow, and the hair of his head like the pure 
wool, his throne was like the fiery flame, and his 
wheels as burning fire: a fie ry ſtream iſſued and came 
forth from before him. Thouſand, thouſands miniſ- 
tered unto him, and ten thouſand times ten thou- 
ſand ſtood before him. The judgment was ſet 
and the books were opened,” 


The thoughts I had about the deplorable ſtate 


of my guilty neighbours now ſeemed ſwallowed 


up in a moſt painful anxiety for my own ſafety. 
I was waiting in expeCtation of a ſummons to the 
bar; but deeply conſcious that I was unprepared, 
was alarmed to ſuch a degree that I awoke, 
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After recollecting myſelf a little, and finding I 1 
was ſtill an inhabitant of this world, my joy 
was inexpreſlible! Nevertheleſs it had a moſt 
ſolemn effect upon my mind, and the impreſſion 
remained for many weeks. How true are thoſe | 
words in the xxxiiid of Job, God ſpeaketh once 
yea twice, yet man perceiveth it not: in a dream, 


in a viſion of the night, when deep ſleep falleth 


upon men, in ſlumberings upon the bed; then he 
openeth the ears of men and ſealeth their inſtruc. | 
tion,” From this time I began to feel great de- 
fires to be taught how I might obtain a prepara- 


tion to meet my Judge with comfort. 


On the winter evenings, ſeveral neighbours 
frequently came to fit and ſpend an hour in friend- | 
ly converſation with my father, and oftentimes 
upon religious ſubjects, according to their light. 
To theſe I was very attentive, and when my hour 
for bed came, I would beg hard to fit a little 
longer, though I had not courage to urge the 
chief reaſon which induced me, viz. A deſire to 


hear what might be ſaid upon theſe ſubjects. 


I remember* one night in particular, many 
queries were propoſed about ſalvation ; none of 


them thought it poſſible that any certainty could 


be attained in this life, whether they ſhould be ſaved 1 - 
at laſt or not. But the general opinion was, that 
our actions would all be weighedin the day ef judg- 
ment: and if our good deeds over-balanced our 
bad ones, we ſhould ga to heaven; but if the 
contrary |: 
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contrary we ſhould go to hell. But ſome diſſented 
a little from this, and thought, nay, but God was 
merciful, and had ſent his Son to die for ſinners, 
and that their beſt way would be to amend their 
lives, and do all they could, and Chriſt would 
make up the reſt. One of theſe they all agreed 


muſt be the way; and to confirm them 1a this 


concluſion, one obſerved that the Parſon of the 
pariſh was exactly of the ſame mind, 


I endeavoured to ſatisfy myſelf with theſe de- 
terminations, but I could not. It was all alas! 
left at uncertainty: and this would not do, for 
one that was daily expecting a call to appear be- 
fore the Judge of quick and dcad, 


However I thought, no way ſo likely to ſuc- 
ceed, as to ſay my prayers regularly morning and 
evening, and be as careful as poſſible in refraining 
from bad words, eſpecially from telling lies, play- 
ing on the ſabbath-day, neglecting my book, quer. 
relling with my ſchool-fellows, doing any thing 
I was taught to believe was wrong, or keeping 
company with ſuch wicked boys as led me into 
the way of ſuch temptations, 


At eleven years of age, I was called to bear a 
ſevere trial, by the death of one of the tendereſt, 
and beſt of fathers, He had been ſubject for 
many years to what we call the Heart-Cholic and 
was often apparently near death, At ſuch times, 
when every other hope ſeemed to fail, I would 

get 


3 — ” * 
5 8 (0-5 \ 4 . & v4 
4 * 


better felt than exprellicd : 


CNY 


get into a corner, fall down upon my knees and 
there pray and weep and wreſtle with God to 
ſpare his life, and though I knew not the Lord, 
yet I ofien felt a conhdence that he heard me, 
and would grant my requeſt: and whea I found 
it ſo, ſuch gratitude and uncommon {weetneſs 
would reſt upon my mind for many days, as is 
however he died 
at laſt of cht diſorder, after a few days illneſs, 


For ſome ting 1 was quite inconſolable; and 
had I been po{ic'icd of the whole world, I would 
gladiy have give: it all to have died with him, ſo 
J had been prepared. But as I knew I was not, 
I earne!t!y begged of my eldeſt brother (then up- 
wards of twenty) to tell me what I muſt do to be 
ſaved ; belicving as ſoon as I was ready for hea- 
ven, God would certainly take me, which was 
all I wiſhed for. But alas! I gained no ground, 
for want (I believe) of proper inſtruction; for as 
yet the light of the glorious 8 had not ſhined 
in that neighbourhood, 


My father leaving no will, and his little pro- 
perty conſiſting chiefly of land, fell of courſe, to 
my eldeſt brother, ſo that the family ſoon after 
became diſperſed. I was removed to ſome diſ- 
tance among ſtrangers, but I found favour in 
their ſight, and was ſuffered to want for nothing. 


Here I got a new ſet of acquaintance, but equally. } 


deititute of the knowledge of God, 
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It pleaſed Him however, whoſe ways are in the 
mighty waters, and his judgments in the great 


deep, to find means to teach me the knowledge 
of his ſalvation, 


A wild young man, a few doors from where 1 
lived, contrary to the will of his parents, and 
againſt the advice of all his friends, would go to 
ſea; but he had not been there long before 
he was heartily weary, and ran away from his 
maſter, He was aſhamed however to return 
home, and equally afraid of being known, as it 
was in the height of the French war when the 
preſs was very hot. He therefore ſet out for 


2 ſome inland town and took up his reſidence for 


ſome months in Northampton. Here the poor 


prodigal had time for reflection, and began to 
think on the mercies he had ſlighted in his fa- 
ther's houſe, By this ſtrange chain of provi- 
dences it was that he became acquainted with the 


f Methodiſts, a ſmall body of whom were in this 


place, He was invited by them, and afterwards 


went conſtantly to preaching. His conſcience 


being very ſoon thoroughly awakened, he readily 
joined their little Society, and became a ſteady 
member. 


After ſeveral months, he took courage, and 


wrote home to his friends. His father, (always 
tender over him) was filled with joy to hear of 
his long loſt ſon, and went to the Captain he had 
7 failed with, got the indenture at a conſiderable 


expence, 


E 
expence, and the matter was made up, which 


happy circumſtance no ſooner reached the young 


man, than he ſet off and returned to his father's 
houſe with a glad heart. 


His old acquaintance flocked to ſee him upon 
his arrival, and expected feaſting, merriment, 
and as they call it, great doings. But the tables 
were now turned, He began to exhort us all to 
& flee from the wrath to come!“ enforcing the 
neceſſity of repentance and the new birth, that 
old things muſt be done away, and all things be- 
come new : and obſerved, that inſtead of glut- 
tony, drinking, ſinging and dancing, we ought 
rather to fall upon our knees and give God thanks 
for all his benefits, 


His former companions gaped and ſtared at him 
as a monſter, and ſome of them came near him 
no more, {wearing he was turned Methodiſt, that 
his brain was hurt, and that if they did not keep 
from him, he would convert them all, and make 
them as mad as himſelf, But theſe things had a 
very different effect upon me; I looked upon 
him as ſome angelic being dropped from the 
clouds, and was affected in an extraordinary man- 
ner while he was ſpeaking to the reſt! but as he 
took no notice of me I concluded I was too vile 
for ſuch a favourite of heaven to ſtoop to, I 
went away trembling and ſpeechleſs, ſeeking a 
place to vent my grief in; but it enhanced my 
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| heart ſeemed black as hell, and as hard as a ſtone, 


1 prayed again and again, but (as I thought) to 
little purpoſe. 


1 1 ] 


However I was clearly convinced 


* that this was the way, and there was no other; 


| | 
; 


but then I thought it was impoſſible I ſhould ever 
feel the happineſs that young man experienced, 
unleſs I could go to thoſe people, and to that 
place where he found ſo bleſſed a change. I en- 
quired what diſtance Northampton was, thinking 
to ſet out unknown to any one, having a degree 
of confidence that God would take care of me; 
but finding it was near two hundred miles, and 
not knowing one foot of the road, and being not 
yet fourteen years of age, I was quite diſcouraged ; 
and being no longer able to contain my ſorrow, I 
begged one of the family with whom I reſided to 


intercede for me with the young man, that he 


: would only ſpeak to me; thinking that if he would 


take notice of ſuch an unworthy creature I ſhould 


be one of the happieſt of. mortals! To my great 


> ſurprize, he not only embraced the firſt oppor- 


tunity of ſpeaking to me, but ſeemed to rejoice 


over me as one that had found great ſpoil. 
j brought to my mind that ſcripture, «© There ſhall 


one ſinner that repenteth.“ 


This 


be joy in the preſence of the angels of God over 
And as with them, 


: fol proved it to be with his people here, 


From that time I date my acquaintance with 


ö the people of God, and to this day I have pre- 


ferred them to all others. With what gratitude 
and 


: 


and delight have I often reflected upon, and re. 
peated thoſe lines, 


12 


«© What a mercy is this, 
What a heaven of bliſs, 
How unſpeakably happy am I? 
Gathered into the fold, 
With thy people enroll'd, 
With thy people to live and to die!“ 


94 
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The firſt Society I had intimacy with, was in 
Giſborough, a ſmall market town in the North 
of Yorkſlure, and about eight miles diſtant from 
where I lived. This was the neareſt place where 
there was preaching, and the road to it not very 
good, having to pals over ſume mountains, and 1 
through ſeveral lonely woods, and on very dark 
winter evenings. But my need was ſuch, I never 
thought a moment on theſe diſcouragements, 4 
Sometimes I had company, other times 1 had 
none; but I do not remember that (when buſineſs 
would permit) I ever negletted to go regularly 
once a fortnight on (I think, the Tueſday evenings, 
which was all-the preaching we then had. 


Some time after this, two or three of us began 
to think, if poſſible, to get preaching at the village 
where I lived. We ſpoke to the Preachers, who + 
appeared very willing to make a trial, and ac- 
cordingly viſited us occaſionally a few times. 
The word was attended with power, and they 
ſoon joined about fifteen of us in a Claſs, and 

after⸗ 
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* wards took us into their plan. We now thought 
' ourſelves highly honoured indeed! Our little 
number increaſed to about twenty, and then the 
þ enemy who had hitherto been pretty quiet, began 
to ſhew himſelf, His chief attack was upon the 
few united together to © Work out their own - 
* ſalvation with fear and trembling,” 
* theſe he roared horribly, At our preachings and 
public meetings, the ſons of Belial would aſſemble 


in a moſt ſhameleſs and tumultuous manner; but 


Againſt 


were never permitted to hurt any one, although 
they ſpoke many great and ſwelling words. 


Once while one of our friends was at prayer, 


and I, and a few more were kneeling by him, a 
* big old woman, with vengeance in her counte- 
> nance advanced, having a ſharp, broad axe (ſuch 


as carpenters hew wood with) with many dreadful 
imprecations againſt the Methodiſts, She curled 
horribly, and {wore ſhe would be the death of 
ſome one, if ſhe was hanged for it the next hour! 
She ſtood a few ſeconds with her arms extended, 
no one offered to oppoſe her, but we prayed the 


more fervently, till juſt as ſhe appeared to be 


making a blow at the young man's head then at 
prayer, the axe fell to the floor as if the uſe of 
her hands was perfectly taken away, and ſhe re- 
tired as faſt as ſhe could into another room, ſtill 
curſing the youth for being the ruin af her ſon 
and daughter, as ſhe was ſure thoſe falſe prophets 
would never have come there but for him, and 
the did not know where it would ſtop, but was 

B ſure 
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ſure the devil would get them all, with many ſuch J;\.. lit 
like expreſſions, Not long after this ſhe was ſure, a 
called to give up her accounts to God ! 3 

But 10. e becauſe of the word, err 
proved a ſiſting time, and many who counte- 
nanced preaching at firſt, appeared by and by to 
have been mere “ ſtony-ground hearers.” Nay 
even our own Society was ſoon diminiſhed to 
about twelve. Theſe held out for a few months, 
till the Leader and his wife, with the man alſo 
who took in the Preachers, were taken to Abra- ſtille 
ham's boſom. Theſe three going in ſo ſhort a dience 
time, as a few months, was an awful viſitation! if he! 
Thoſe of us that remained proving unfaithful, ; had li- 
the candleſtic was very ſoon after removed to to an 
another place. Two or three of us followed it here 
and continued for a little time; but by and by, with 
our love waxed cold alſo, 2 Claſ 
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Though I was now about fifteen years of age, ind & 


I had never been able to ſay, my fins were for- 

given. Nevertheleſs my deſites were ſtrong, and 1 , 
often did the Lord give me a foretaſte ; but hav- Upon 
ing no one near to ſpeak to, the adverſary gained olly : 
an advantage over me, I gave way by little and II obe 
little, and my old companions ſoon obſerving me | 


But ſe 
leſs grave and circumſpect, began to ſolicit me to 


Join with them as formerly. This I refuſed fora a mT 
time, but not with the reſolution and ſtedfaſtneſs } Af 
I had done before, ſo it only encouraged them to emo. 
uſe other means of gaining me over. With what lar 


ſhame and ſoriow of heart do I {till reflect, that ſettle 
in 


ok 

Zin a little time I joined them in parties of plea- 
*ſure, and went from bad to worle till I became 
> tenfold more a child of hell than ever, For hav- 


ſuch * 


was 


ord, ing once given way, my conſcience became my 
Inte- > conſtant tormentor day and night. I compared 
dy to : myſelf to that unhappy ſpirit, who being calt 
Nay cout of his habitation, went about ſecking reit 
2d to but found none, Thus I continued for upwards 
nths, of two years, poſting as if in haſte for damnation, 
allo with a lighted candle in my hand; ſtriving to 
Abra- ſtulle conſcience with repeated atts of diſobe— 


wort a dience. The ſpirit of God ſeemed for a time as 


tion! if he had given me up, till I left the place 1 now 


thful, had lived at upwards of five years, and removed 
ed to to another village called Newton-under-Ouſbury, 
ved it here was a ſmall ſociety of ſincere Chriſtians, 
1d by, with monthly preaching, a public meeting, wy 
a Claſs on the Lord's-day. Here the Lord began 
to ſtrive with me again, but I fought againſt him, 
f age, and {till grieved his holy Spirit. 
re for- 
g, and g 1 removed from thence to Stockton-upon-Tees, 
t hav- I Upon my arrival here I began to refle& upon my 
gained folly ; conſcience was awakened once more, and 
le and 1 obeyed its dittates ſo far as to join the Society. 
ng me But ſeeing myClaſs-Leader intoxicated with liquor 
me to 1 was offended and went near him no more. 
d for a | 
aſtneſs { After ſpending near one year in this place, I 
hem to 1 emoved to Whitby in the year 1768, where was 
h what a large and flouriſhing Society, I felt very un- 
ct, that ſettled and unhappy, till at laſt I reſolved, God 
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being my helper, to join that loving people. 


But then I thought I was too vile, and greatly x * 
diſcouraged by reflecting on my repeated back- | Ry 


ſlidings for upwards of four years. I doubted I 1 1 O 


mould never ſtand long. 


not a word of this: no! he ſaw me labouring un- 
der the weight of a wounded ſpirit, and the com- 
fort he adminiſtered to me at that time was a cor- 


dial to my ſoul, Without aſking me any queſ- 
tions, he fell upon his knees to write a note to 


However my con- 
victions increaſed ſo that I could take no reſt : 
day or night, till 1 ſent for that pious man, Lm. 
Ripley. I expected him to have accuſed me with 
my paſt ingratitude to God and his people; but 


admit me into the ſociety, which I received with 
a trembling hand, fearing my poor unfaithful heart f 
would again ſtart aſide as a broken bow. But, 
glory be to God! He was better to me than all 
my fears. In five days he bleſſed me with what 
J never knew before, viz. A clear ſenſe of par- F 
don. This was on Feb. b. 1769, about ten o'clock ® 


in the evening. I believe I might have received 
this years before, when under thoſe firſt awaken- 


ings of the Spirit of God, had I fallen into the 
ſame hands; but the people I was firſt connected 
with, though very ſerious and devout, were leſs 
evangelical in their ſentiments, I had {till retained 1 
a notion that my repentance was not Tufficient ; 
that I muſt be much more in earneſt; feel more 
terror, more ſorrow, deeper convictions, &c. 


before I could poſſibly attain a ſenſe of pardon. 


This my friends in Whitby ſoon diſcerned, and J 
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more 
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told 


E 
told me that if God ſaw it neceſſary, he would 
deepen my convictions; but for me to pray for 


ready way to looſe even the diſtreſs I then felt. 
They therefore told me I muſt pray for nothing 
but a ſenſe of the favour of God. Two of them 
one night vehemently urged me to embrace the 
promiſes by faith, aſſured me all things were 
ready, and inſiſted that I muſt, that very night, 
believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt and I ſhould cer- 
tainly be ſaved, At firſt I thought them fo wild 
in their notions, and withal ſo unreaſonable in 
their demands, that I could ſcarce refrain from 
being angry, My carnal nature ſpurned at it, be- 
cauſe I thought it as impoſſible for me to believe, 
as to pull the ſun from the firmament. However 
when they had talkedto me thus fornear t wo hours, 
I was exceedingly aſſeQed ; and trembling be- 
tween hope and fear, I begged, in a degree of 
agony, that they would pray forme. 
ly we all fell on our knees. That zealous man 
of God, John Rogers, prayed firſt; and every 
word he uttered my heart felt, and I firmly be- 
lieved that God would grant him his heart's de- 
fire, In that folemn moment, all the ſufferings 
of Chriſt came to my mind. By the eye of faith 
I had as real a view of his agony on Calvary as 
ever J had of any object by the eye of ſenſe, I 
ſaw his hands and his feet nailed to the croſs; his 
Head crowned with thorns ; and his fide pierced 
with the ſoldier” s ſpear.: 


B 3 


According- 


with innumerable drops 


of 


1 3 
* id ſt of 


of blood falling from different parts of his body, 

and his dear face all covered therewith, But oh, ad dor 

what a look was that! Such an inexpreſſable de- ſee thei 
the ſam 


gree of approbation was communicated to my 
ſoul thereby, as I ſhall never forget. While 
I now recolleC it, my overflowing heart and eyes 
almoſt forbid my proceeding. In that moment 
my burden was gone; my heart was changed 4 ome of 
from bondage into glorious liberty; and the love them 0 
I felt for God and all mankind was inexpreſ- hole {+ 
ſably great. I was conſtrained to cry with David, Wang th 
& Come and hear all ye that fear God, and I will hen 
declare what he hath done for my ſoul.“ I ſeemed Mea ſhi 
as if I had never known happineſs till now, and grace 
could hardly think it poſſible I ſhould learn war Yof my 
any more. f 


to wor! 
the you 
conſide 


Abo 

& I rode on the ſky, witnel 
Freely juſtified I, Zand cc 
Nor envi'd Elijah his ſeat ; With 
My ſoul mounted higher, | ould 

In a chariot of fire, f alvati 
And the moon it was under my feet.“ $ ſtand 
31 cou 


I now went about among my old acquaintance, Awhict 
with a confidence that they would all repent and days 
be converted if they knew how ready Chriſt was vince 
to ſave them. Some I found willing to hear what away, 
I had to ſay ; others ſtared at me as one quite out ꝶhatur 
of my ſenſes: However as nothing diſcouraged WR<ceP 
me, if I found them unwilling to let me pray Putw. 
with them, I would drop on my knees in the not d 

midſt 


ody, 
t oh, 


le de- 


> my 
V hile 
eyes 
ment 
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| E 
Knidſt of the floor, and praiſe God for what he 
had done for me, and pray that he would let them 
| ec their wants, and give them all to experience 
the ſame bleſſing which I enjoyed, It pleaſed God 
: to work powerfully at that time, eſpecially among 
the young people; many of whom came from a 
Fconſiderable diſtance to hear the word, I and 
7 ome others had great delight in accompanying 
{i hem on their way home. Nor can I reflect on 
* hoſe ſeaſons without ſingular pleaſure, when we 
1 ang the praiſes of God as we walked along, and 
: hen we kneeled down in the fields or on the 
' ea ſhore, and commended cach other to the 
grace of God. This was in the twentieth year 
Fof my age. 


About this time the Lord raiſed up ſeveral 
itneſſes of entire ſanctification, whole daily walk 
Zand converſation did honour to their profeſſion, 
ith ſome of theſe 1 often converſed, and they 
ould frequently ſpeak of the bleſſedneſs of this 
$alvation from in-bred fin. I did not fully under- 
Nand them at firſt, but thought I was as happy as 
IJ could be; nor did I know I wanted any thing 
hich I had not received, However not many 
days after this, being cloſely tempted I was con- 
vinced that though the guilt of fin was all done 
away, yet there was in me the remains of an evil 
nature: that though I was happy in a ſenſe of 
Yacceptance, and had power alſo over inward and 
outward fin, yet the fountain of corruption was 
not dried up; that I had yet a degree of the car- 
5 nal 
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ed my experience was all a deluſion, The attack 


diſtinct and clear than ever. And as I believed 
the report, and cordially received the teſtimony 


of the happy few who profeſſed ſanctification, 19 tal 
felt ſtrong defires awakened in my ſoul for that b 
ineſtimable bleſſing; and being daily urged by 


ſome of theſe to preſs after it, and to expect it 4 


every moment by faith alone. In a little time my 
place, or company I was in. 


% My vehement ſoul cried out oppreſſ'd, 
Impatient to be freed ; 
Nor could I, no nor would I reſt, 
Till I was free indeed.” 


In reading the ſcriptures I was more and more 
enlightened to ſee, and encouraged to hope for 


deliverence from the root of lin, 


Divine nature. And that the great end for which 


our Lord was manifeſted in the fleſh, was „ To 
| deſtroy | 


nal mind which is enmity againſt God. And had 


I not been told that this 1s conſiſtent with a ſtate f deſtroy 


of juſtification, it is probable I ſhould have caſt 


2 ſneſs 
away my confidence, as the enemy ſtrongly ſuggeſt- ene 


o 


was ſevere while it laſted, for I reaſoned with the 


temptation till my ſoul was in an agony ; but in 


mies, th 
my diſtreſs I cried unto the Lord, and he gra- mies, Ot 


. ® holineſs 
ciouſly heard me and delivered me out of all my 


ſears : ſo that my evidence of pardon was more 


Teſtame 


= 
= 


thirſt was ſuch that I could not reſt, in whatever 


I ſaw there was 
given unto me exceeding great and precious pro- 


miles, that I ſhould be made a partaker of the 


end of 


| only the 
| given of 
ſhould b. 
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deſtroy the works of the Devil, to make an 
end of fin, and to bring in everlaſting righ- 
teouſneſs.“ And I farther perceived that not 
Zonly the promiſe of God, but his oath alſo was 
given of old to his covenant people, That they 
ſhould be delivered out of the hands of their ene- 
mies, that they might ſerve him without fear, in 
holineſs and righteouſneſs before him all the days 
Jof their life.“ 


From the manner this is introduced in the New 


Teſtament, I was led to infer two things from it. 
R 4 Firſt, that the enemies there meant were our ſins, 

'  WFeſpecially the evils of our own heart. And ſe- 
condly, that the deſign of God is not to defer the 
deſtruction of theſe till death, or even till ſome 


little time before it, but that“ Now is the ac- 


cepted time: —for he here declares his will is, 
that we ſhould thus ſerve him all the remaining 
part of our life in holineſs, and without fear: 
which St. John in his firſt epiſtle, fourth chap. 
and 18th verſe ſays, we cannot do until we 
are firſt made perfect in love. 


Indeed the whole Bible ſeemed calculated to 
raiſe my expeQation of an anſwer to that prayer, 
“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew 
a right ſpirit within me,” And the more I con- 
traſted the ſpirituality of the law with my own 
corrupt nature, the more eager were my deſires, 


At laſt I reſolved neither to eat nor ſleep till I 
had my deſire accompliſhed, I had no ſooner made 
that 


a. 4 
that reſolution than I was temptcd to reaſon upon 1 
the raſhnels of it. But ſuch was the condeſcenſion Þ 
of God, that he indulged my importunity, and Or hide 
granted my requeſt, I went with a trembling I 


heart to the very houſe where it had pleaſed him When 
ride, an 


to ſhed abroad his pardoning love in my loul, 
That pious family no ſooner learned my errand, f formerly. 
than they encouraged me to expect the bleſſing found t. 
that hour: and exhorted me to believe on the n eekneſs 
Lord Jeſus for full ſalvation, We then fell on Fuly hur 
our knees, and a good woman, one Mary Beſt, | eſs, tha 
full of faith and love, wreſtled, and pleaded Hame of 
with the Lord for me, In leſs than fifteen 'Þaw of G 
minutes my burden was removed, and I felt an Handmer 
entire change, accompanied with a peculiar hum- Yould ſay 
bling ſweetneſs; but not that rapturous joy, I The law 
always thought attended that perfect liberty. On Fove. If 
this account I was tempted much to reaſon: and Fd met 
it is probable, the enemy would have reſted away But at tt 
my ſhield, but for the comforting interpoſition of ſſneſs, 


my friends, who were not, like me, ignorant of Mhinels v 
Satan's devices. They told me it was a common my daily 
caſe that a ſoul might be emptied of fin, and yet he mer 
not filled with love till afterwards, That the bleſ- | felt it 
ſing of chriſtian perfection conſiſted in feeling Pad con 
| I am nothing, and Chriſt is all in all. This I Spirit ; 


found true by experience, and therefore I was Ind the 
enabled henceforth to rejoice in a full aſſurance 


of this great ſalvation. In this glorious liberty I My lc 
walked, for at leaſt, three months; during which | eſires | 
time, notwithſtanding I had many "_ darts MWonvidti 


ſhot at me, yet I could fing, > oſpel, 


% Not | 


1 
on & Not a cloud can ariſe, 
on ® To darken the ſkies, 
nd Or hide for a moment my Lord ſrom my eyes.“ 
ing 
im When I looked for thoſe heart- riſings of anger, 
ul, | wide, and ſelf-will, which, like dry tinder, were 
nd, Þrmerly ready to catch fire at any provocation, 
ing 1 found them not; but on the contrary, I found 
eekneſs, humility, and reſignation, I was ſo 
] fuly humbled with a ſenſe of my own nothing- 
gels, that I rejoiced to ſuffer reproach for the 
Hame of Chriſt, That natural enmity to the pure 
een | aw of God being now totally removed, his com- 
an 1 andments became more joyous than ever; and I 
um- FYould ſay, in a ſenſe that I never could before, 
7, I The law of God is in my heart, even the law of 
On ppove. I felt it the conſtraining principle which 


and Md me to do and ſuffer the whole will of God. 
way Put at the ſame time I felt my ignoranceand help- 
n of Feſſneſs, together with the weakneſs and unwor- 


mines which attended my beſt ſervices: hence 
y daily cry was, „Every moment Lord I want 
he merit of thy death.” And bleſſed be God! 
felt it applied. Through faith in his blood, I 
Pad conſtant acceſs to the Father, through the 
Ppirit; yea, and had fellowſhip with the Father 
was Ind the Son by the Holy Ghoſt. 


ty J My love to God was accompanied with fervent 
1ich MWelires for the ſalvation of immortal fouls, and a 


arts onviction that I was called of God to preach the 
oſpel, I thought, if I could explain to others 
Not a what 
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what I then felt, they would all repent and be f 


converted. I was at this time at a conſiderable Here 1 
diſtance from my relations, and as my firſt care Into gr. 
was for their ſalvation, I could not reſt till 1% nicks 
reached my native place, being fully perſuaded? diſtract 
that I had a meſſage from God unto them. I got 
a conſiderable number of my friends together, and Abo! 
ſtanding up, for the firſt time in my father“ 1 hough 

ZI knew 


houſe, faithfully warned them to flee from the 
wrath to come. All ſeemed aſtoniſhed, and ſome ? able de 


were much affected. But alas! it was not as I Hot be 
expected. I did not find it ſuch an eaſy matter * {1 
to convert them from the error of their way as 1. digious 
imagined, I plainly ſaw, this power belongeth Iwittly 
unto God alone]! However it pleaſed him to give I was 1 
me ſome encouragement, For the ſecond time, of a P 
I met them, while at the laſt prayer, the houſe eure t! 
was filled with groans and cries, till at length one * 

to the 


exclaimed (viz, my ſiſter- in- law) Glory be to God! 
Glory be to God! He hath bleſſed me! He hath! lerpent 
ſet my ſoul at liberty! I can praiſe him, and I} My to 
will praiſe him! O praiſe God for me! Praiſe turned 
him! Praiſe him!. Let every thing that hath if I ſt 
breath praiſe the Lord !” and ſo ſhe went on for Aence 


a conſiderable time. conſide 
cure tl 

This greatly encouraged me. But Satan ſeemed} I reſol 
very unwilling I ſhould proceed, and therefore and ſo 
endeavoured to throw hindrances in my way. I” many b 
then removed from the family I had been ſo much laſt 9 
bleſſed with, to another, who, though much longer kindne 
immedi 


profeſſing religion, yet were leſs alive to God 
Here ialamn 


d be b | 

Mere I fell into a ſnare, which brought my ſoul 
F nto great heavineſs; for parleying with the temp- 
Ration, I loſt my confidence, and became almoſt 


rable 


care 
till 19 
naded iſtracted for a ſeaſon. 
I got 


„ and 


ther hought I was bit by a large ſerpent, which wound 


\ thei J knew to be very dangerous, and that unavoid- 


"Cans Sable death would enſue, if a ſpeedy cure could 


not be eſſected. 


t as 1 


natter not. My hand was preſently ſwelled to a pro- 


„as 1 igious ſize, and the poiſon ſeemed to ſpread very 


ngeth | ſwiftly through my whole body, Obſerving this, 


gi jel I was in an agony of diſtreſs, when one told me 

time 
houſe? 
h one! 
God! 
: hath! 
and I} 
Praiſe] 

hath] 


ON for 
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refore 
ay. 15 


much 


longer 
God. 
Hers 
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About this time I had the following dream, I 


But where to go for it I knew 


of a Phyſician at ſome diſtance, who alone could 
cure the bite of that ſerpent. On this I deter- 
mined to go to him immediately ; but when I got 
to the door, I ſaw an innumerable multitude of 
ſerpents, through the midſt of which I mult paſs, 
My torture and perplexity being inexpreſſible, I 
turned into the houſe again. But reflecting that 
if I ſtayed here, death was the certain conſe- 
quence, and that I could but die, if I went; and 
conſidering farther that if the Phyſician could 
cure the firſt wound, he could alſo cure the reſt; 
I reſolved to puſh through them at all hazards, 
and ſo ran with all my might, I thought I got 


many bites more ; yet none ſo bad as the firſt, At 
laſt coming to the Phyſician, he received me with 
kindneſs, and applied a balmy medicine which 
immediately relieved my pain, and removed the 
inflammation, Yet ſtill my diſtreſs was great, and 


C I told 
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T told him, I dare not return back again; for the 
numerous ſerpents I have juſt paſſed through will 
again aſſault and wound me. But he bade me be 
of good courage, and anointed my whole body 
with the ſame balmy medicine, and ſaid, it would 
hinder them from wounding me, though they 
might aſſault me: but if they ſhould wound me he 


bade me return to him again” On this I thanked I 
him, and with a grateful heart took my leave. 


When I came towards the ſerpents, I ſaw them 
with joy and ſurpriſe ſunk back into holes in the 


earth, and only their heads peeping out, except a L 
few who aſſaulted me, but had no power to hurt 


me. So J got ſafe to my mother's houſe, 


without delay. 


great day of the feaſt and cried, If any man thirſt, 
let him come unto me and drink.” 1 ſhall never 


forges 


forget t 
plicd te 
**Chrilt 1 
>tually { 
was nc 
greater, 


46 


I no 


- By this dream I was convinced that I ought to miles 


leave chat family, and therefore reſolved to do it 


I had no ſooner fixed this deter- N confir. 


mination, than a glimpſe of hope was darted into 
my ſoul, and I ſaw that Jeſus was the Phyſician. = 
Believing that he was both able and willing to 

Heal my wound, 1 retired (as was my daily cul- | 
tom at that hour) to read and pray, when the 
Lord, inſtead of upbraiding me, applied the pre- 


cious balm of his blood, and reſtored the joy of I leſs th 


His ſalvation to my diſtreſſed ſoul, Taking my 


Bible, and lifting up my heart to heaven, I F procu 


opened on the ſeventh chapter of St. John, and the L 


coming to that paſſage, * Jeſus ſtood up in that J 


a moſt 


was 1 
bourtir 


= from 


couraę 
who 


ciety 


ſolici 
ſoon 
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7 forget the manner in which thoſe words were ap- 
uin plied to my ſoul, It was, as if the Lord Jeſus 
- be Chrilt was ſtanding before me in perſon, and ac- 
ody tually ſpeaking theſe words to me, If he had, it 
uld Vas not poſſible my aſſurance could have been 
greater, that all my backſlidings were healed, 


hey 

ad © « Stung by th f 
ked g by the Scorpion {in, 
. My poor expiring ſoul; 

"Ry The balmy ſound drank in, 


the L And was at once made whole: 
I ſaw my Lord upon the tree 


pt a 
4 And felt again he died for me.“ 


hurt $ 


I now left I#hitby, and went to reſide about five 
miles diſtant, Here Providence caſt my lot with 
a moſt agreeable, and happy family, and the Lord 
confirmed what he had wrought, The holy flame 


ht to 
do it 


= Was ſuch in my heart that I went to the neigh» 
cian. F douring villages, and eſpecially every Lord's day 
ng to ſtood in the open ſtreets to warn ſinners to flee 
cut. from the wrath to come. I met with ſome diſ- 
n the ouragements, eſpecially from old, dry profeſſors, 


vho concluded I ran too faſt to run long; but in 


45 3 leſs than ſix months it pleaſed God to raiſe a So- 
g my ciety in Lythe, a village about a mile diſtant, We 
s 14 procured a comfortable place to preach in, and 
1 dane the Lord added daily to our number. We then 
KEY ſolicited the Travelling Preachers to viſit us, and 


hirſt, ſoon after they gave us one night in a month, 


never 


forges C 2 The 
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The enemy had often ſtrove to prevent the goſ- 


pel from taking root in that wicked place; but 


* 


{tanding all his ſtratagems, he raged with re- 


lowed 


owed 
done; 


I ately 


now, ſeeing the word mightily prevail, notwith- 1 Think 


| ſtone, 
doubled fury, Some ruffians combined to pre- his ba 


vent my preaching; and were determined ſome Fupon 


way or other, to carry their point. As I was not for, h 
afraid of man, and the few whom God had it it 
raiſed up, were reſolved to ſtand by me, we re- the g 
garded not their threats. j poſed 
moth 
After they had often diſturbed us in our preach- he re 
ing-houſe, one night theſe ſons of Belial collec- ful m 
ted all their forces, and aſſembled at the door, to pone 
attack us as we came out. Their number was F for h, 
great, and I had no ſooner diſmiſſed the people, of ou 
than they began the aſſault. Hearing this I puſhed 'F his fa 
forward from the pulpit, and got into the midſt F in, 
of them. They ſaluted me with vollies of oaths, It js 
and ſhowers of ſtones and dirt; and in leſs than haq n 
two minutes fell to blows. One of the ſtoutelt of? in th 
them advanced, with eyes full of fury, and made Lord 
ſeveral ſtrokes at my head, but I received them d in tha 
upon my left arm, which, by this means, was? ing fr 
much bruiſed. When he could not bring me guilt) 
to the ground, he was inraged, and watching were 
his opportunity, whillt I endeavoured to reſcue . treats 
one of my friends whom they were beating, he and! 
came behind, and gave me ſuch a blow on my them 
right temple, that I ſtaggered like a drunken The 
man. My hat fell off, and my ſenſes were greatly the 1 
confuſed ; ſo that I muſt have fallen, had he fol- no m 


1 


owed is blow. This doubtleſs he would have 


got done; but in that moment a young girl, who had 
oY Burt 4 lately been awakened and had joined our Society, 
with. thinking I was much hurt, inſtantly took up a 
h re- | about two pound weight, and threw it at 
Pre- his back. He then left me, to revenge himſelf 
ſome upon her; and indeed ſhe ſuffered dreadfully: 
as not for, he took up a ſtone, equally large, and threw 
| had it with ſuch violence in her face, that ſhe fell to 
W the ground, and lay motionleſs. She was ſup- 

poſed to be dead, and was carried home to her 

mother's houſe, However it pleaſed God that 
yy 7 ſhe recovered ; yet ſhe was cut in a moſt dread- 
ollec- 


ful manner, having her cheek laid open to the 


or, to 4 bone ; and ſhe will bear this mark of ſuffering 
r Was for her Lord's ſake, to her dying hour, Others 
eople of our friends were hurt, One in particular, had 
uſhed 4 his face almoſt covered with blood ; and his coat, 
midſt waiſtcoat, and ſhirt torn half way down his back. 
oaths, It is probable we might have come off worle ſtill, 

than had not God taken our part; for, * as the ſtars 
teſt of in their courſes fought againſt Sera,“ to, the 
. Lord ſtruck our enemies with terror, by ſending, 
them 


in that very moment, dreadful flaſhes of lighten- 
ing from a cloud, which ſeemed to burit over their 
guilty heads. Finding an opportunity, while they 


1g me J 


ching, were terrihed, we endeavourcd to eſcape; but re- 
reſcucy treated gradually, as ſome of our people were old 
g; hel and infirm, and we were not willing to lcave 
me them in the rear, leſt they ſhould become a prey, 
unken 


The next day we found means to bring ſome of 
reatij the ringleaders to Juſtice, and they diſturbed us 
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Having ſpent almoſt two years among theſe my 
firſt children in the goſpel, though I loved them 
as my own ſoul, I was not eaſy in my mind to be 
ſhut up in one place, and that a ſmall one, I 4 
therefore ſet out on foot upon a journey of about 
one hundred miles in circumference, preaching 


wherever I found a door open, 


In this journey I met with ſome difficulties; 3 
nevertheleſs my encouragements more than coun- 
terbalanced them. Among ſeveral others, one 
thing was as pleaſing as remarkable. An old man 
came to hear preaching at Ningate, a ſmall vil- Z 


lage near Sunderland; and was deeply convinced 
of ſin, He went home with trembling and terror, 


and could not fleep till he had found a clear ſenſe 
of pardon. Being filled with joy unſpeakable, * 
he communicated this to his wife, with whom ® 
he had lived upwards of fifty years. She 
was exceedingly affected with the relation of 
what God had wrought in him; and wiſhed to ge 
the next evening with him, and hear for herſelf, Þ 
When ſhe came and heard, ſhe was deeply convin- 
. c2d, and returning home, ſhe aſked her huſband, © 


if he thought God would give her the fame bleſs- 


ing which ke had obtained. The old man, full of 


faith, cried, „O, yes! All things are ready, You 


may have it this night; he hath faved me, who 


am the greater ſinner.” Being encouraged at this, 
they agreed to pray together alternately, confident 
that God would bleſs her alſo, even that very 
night. 


. 
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night, They continued wreſtling Jacob-like, till 
after four in the morning, and had no anſwer, 
Though their ſtrength was much exhauſted with 
praying ſo long, being both upwards of fourſcore 
years of age, and conſequently, very infirm ; yet 
they would not give up, and the Lord ſoon after 
condeſcended to grant hei requeſt, and to ſpeak her 
fins forgiven, What a fulfilment of that promiſe 
& If two of you ſhall agree on earth touching any 
thing that they ſhall aſk, it ſhall be done for them.“ 
And what encouragement for poor ſinners of 
every age, that thele two even at the cleventh 
hour, were not rejected by the Lord of the 
harveſt, 


This journey being in the depth of winter, the 
weather ſevere, and ſome of my lodgings not very 
comfortable, was the cauſe of a long and danger- 
ous illneſs, the relicks of which ſettled in my left 
hand, which gathered and broke in ſeveral places. 
The whole habit of my body was brought ſo low, 
that I was thought by moſt who ſaw me to be in a 
deep conſumption: indeed I fully expected 1 
ſhould not recover, and was greatly rejoiced at 
the proſpect of being ſo ſoon with him whom my 
ſoul loved. Nevertheleſs, for his ſake I was wil- 
ling to live, if thereby I might bring glory to his 
name, 


I continued in this weak ſtate of body for up- 
wards of two years. Let I labourcd as much as my 
health 
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health would permit for ſome months on the Hull 1 


* 


Circuit: in the year 1772, one of the Preachers 
appointed for York going to America, Mr. Weſley 
wrote to me to take his place, which I did. And I 
continued on that Circuit until my ſtrength was ſo 
exhauſted that I could travel no longer, I was 
then adviſed by Mr. Bruce, a medical gentleman in 
York, to uſe the cold bath. And in preference to 
all others he recommended Elkley Wells, (a place 
near 0!/:yin the Weſt-Riding of Yorkſhire.) Beiore 
I had been there a week, I felt the good effects of 
it. And J am fully perſuaded that under God, 
that water was the means of ſaving my life, After 
uſing it conſtantly for about three months, in 


October 1773, 1 went to Thirſk, and at the requeſt # 


of many kind friends ſpent my winter there; 


where I employed the little ſtrength God had gra- 
ciouſly reſtored to me, and I truſt, not without 


{ome fruit of my labour, 


In May 1774, (although I had no relapſe of my | 


diſorder) it was thought adviſable I ſhould return 
to Elkley-Wells for awhile to confirm my cure, I 
did ſo, and continued in that neighbourhood till 
Auguſt. I now thought myſelf able to take a Cir- 
cuit again, and therefore at the Briſtol Confer- 
ence that year I was appointed to labour with Mr. 
D. Wright, at Thirſk, 1 was truly thankful for ſuch 


a fellow-labourer: for he a&ed the part of a father | 


to me, We had the hearts of the people, and 
the Lord added many ſeals to our miniſtry, 
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In the year 1 775, I was received into full con- 


4 nection, and appointed at the Leeds Conference 


for Edinburgh; where I had for my colleagues 
T. R. and R. IV. two faithful men, whoſe hearts 
were in the work, The people ſolicited our ſtay 
another year; Mr. R. and J were permitted to 
remain, and Mr, Mc N. was appointed with us.— 
But though we laboured in love and harmony both 
with each other, and among the people, yet very 
little fruit appeared at the end of two years, We 
had found two hundred and ſixty members in the 
Edinburgh Circuit ; we joined upwards of two 
hundred more, and yet, in the end, left only two 
hundred and forty-five, that is, fifteen leſs than we 
found. So fluctuating was that people! Never- 
theleſs we have a few ſteady, faithful, hoſpitable 
friends in Scotland, 


I ſhould probably have ſtayed longer in that 
kingdom, had my health permitted, What in- 
Jured my conſtitution a ſecond time was, a journey 
which I took to the Iſle of Bute, It is eighteen 
miles long, and in moſt parts about three or four 
broad; ſituate about forty miles from Glaſzow ; its 
inhabitants in general ſpeak the Erſe language; 
few underſtand Engliſh, Being invited by one of 
the natives, a well-wiſher to religion, I was reſol- 
ved to give them a trial, We had about twenty 
miles to go by water; and in the ſecond voyage I 
made, juſt after we put to ſea, a dreadful ſtorm 
aroſe. The boatmen were ſo fool-hardy as not to 
put back again; and, the wind being nearly right 

a-head 
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a-head of our veſſel, they were obliged to tack 


moſt o: the way, The women paſſengers and the 
children began to ſhriek, and cry dreadfully, ſo 


mall, and the people ſo. numerous, that I expe&- 


ed they would be ſuffocated ; but there was no 


alternative ! The reſt drank ſo much whiſky, that 


I feared there would not be men enough ſober to q 


work the veſſel. They preſſed me to partake with 
them; but I could not taſte.- No! I had other 


work; looking every, moment when the veſſel 


would fill, and overlet, as part of it was an open 
boat, The rain and hail was very heavy from the 
clouds; and the ſea alſo breaking over us, I had 
nothing left dry about me. Thus I ſat, or ſtood, 
without any ſhelter, for twelve or fourteen hours 
expoſed to the whole, whilſt the water ran out of 
my ſhoes, But, contrary to our fears, it pleaſed 


God, at laſt to bring us ſafe to the haven where 
we would be, 


Having no cloaths to ſhift me, I went ſtrait ta 
the inn where I had ſlept before; intendingto go 
immediately to bed, as my only reſource, to pre- 
vent a fit of ſickneſs ; but, to my great diſappoint- 
ment, a gentleman's family, who had been detain- 
ed by the ſame ſtorm, had poſſeſſion of my lodgings» 
In about two hours, an old man, hearing of my 
ſituation, came and gave me a kind invitation to 
his little cottage, I gladly accepted his friendly 
offer; and haſtening home with him, got oft my 
wet cloaths ; but my bed being raiſed only about 

twelve 


twelve 


there be 


4s my c 
that the ſailors were obliged to put them all below, | 
and to faſten down the hatches, The place was 
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k twelve inches from a damp earthen floor, and 


there being no fire, it was not quite ſo comfortable 

as my condition then required ; eſpecially as the 

coverings were not warm, being nearly worn out, 

The conſequence was, in a few hours I found my 

throat exceedingly inflamed, and a burning fe- 

veriſh heat through my whole frame; ſo that 1 

had little hope of ever ſeeing the main land again, 

It was allo impracticable to ſend for any of my 

friends, becauſe of the weather; yet, bleſled be 
God, I was not friendleſs : for that friend that 
ſticketh cloſer than a brother, did not leave me, 
neither forſake me. He who filleth the vaſt im- 
menſity of ſpace with his preſence, can never be 
diſtant from thoſe who hope in his mercy ; nor 
can he fail to deliver them in the time of need, 
I have reaſon to ſpeak thus; for ſuch was his 
goodneſs, that without any human aſſiſtance, uſe 
of medicine, or any comforting cordial, (ſave that 
of the love of Chriſt) in a few days I was able to 
go out again. But I was then worſt put to it for 
food, and having nothing I could reliſh, I em- 
ployed a poor woman to gather me a kind of ſhell- 
fiſh about half the fize of cockles, which was 
my chief ſupport till I was able to return to the 
main land. After this I remained ſome months in 
Glaſgow and Edinburgh ; but did not recover my 
health for a long time. 


In the year 1777, I was appointed to labour in 
the Ealt of Cornwall. A journey of about five 
hundred miles was no ſmall fatigue in my then 
weak ſtate of body: but the Lord was with me. 

: looked 
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I looked upon it as his doing, therefore ſet out in 


his name, and found ſweet communion with him 
in the way. | 


I had long deſired to converſe with that great 
and good man Mr. Fletcher; and now an oppor- 
tunity offered itſelf. Stopping at Briſtol for a few 3 
days to reſt myſelf and horſe, I heard of his being I 
at Mr. Ireland's, about three miles off, in a poor 
ſtate of health, and with two of my brethren took N 
2 ride to ſee him. When we came there he was F 
returning from a ride, which he was adviſed by : 
his phyſician totake every day, Diſmounting from 3 


his horſe, he came towards us with arms ſpread 
open, and eyes lifted up to heaven. His apoſto- 


lic appearance, with the w hole of his deportment, 


amazingly affected us, 


The firſt words he ſpoke while yet ſtanding in | 


the ſtable by his horſe, were a part of the ſix- 
teenth chapter of St. John, moſt of which he re- 
peated. And whilſt he pointed out the deſcent 
of the Holy Ghoſt, as the great promiſe of the 
Father, and the priviledge of all New Teſtament 
believers, in a manner I never had heard before, 
my ſoul was diſſolved into tenderneſs, and be- 
came even as melting wax before the fire, 


As an invidious report had been ſpread that he 
had recanted, what he had lately written againſt 
Calviniſm, in thoſe excellent writings of his, ene 
titled his “ Checks, &c.“ I took the liberty to 
mention the report, and aſked him what he 
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f | thought had given riſe to it? He replied, He 


could not tell ; except that he had refrained from 
ſpeaking on controverted points ſince he came to 
Mr. Ireland's : partly by reaſon of the poor ſtate 
of his health, and becauſe he did not wiſh to 
grieve his kind friend, by making his houſe a 
field of controverſy, But aſſured us he had never 
yet ſeen cauſe to repent of what he had written 
in defence of the Rev. Mr, Weſley's Minutes, 
And though he believed his cloſe application was 
the means of reducing his body to the ſtate in 
which we then ſaw it, yet if he fell a victim, it 
was 1n a good caule, 

After a little farther converſation upon the 


univerſal love of God in Chriſt Jeſus, we were 


about to take our leave, when Mr. Ireland ſent his 


footman into the yard with a bottle of red wine, 


and ſome ſlices of bread upon a waiter : we all 
uncovered our heads while Mr, Fletcher craved a 
bleſſing ' upon the ſame; which he had no 
ſooner done, but he handed, firſt the bread toeach, 
and lifting up his eyes to heaven pronounced 


thoſe words, «The body of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


which was given for thee, preſerve thy body and 
ſoul unto cverlaſting life.” Afterwards handing 
the wine, he repeated in like manner, „The 
blood of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &c.“ But ſuch a 
ſacrament I never had before, A ſenſe of the 
Divine preſence reſted upon us all; and we were 


"melted into floods of tears. His worthy friend 


Mr. Ireland, grieved to ſee him exhauſt his little 


Atrength by ſu much ſpeaking, took him by the 


D arm 
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arm and almoſt forced him into the houſe ; while J 
he kept looking wiſhfully, and ſpeaking to us, 
as long as we could ſee him, We then mounted 


* 
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our horſes and rode away. That very hour more 


than repayed me for my whole journey from 


Edinburgh to Cornwall, 


| When I came to Plymouth-Dock I found a 
lively and loving Society, My heart clave to 


them. My fellow-labourers and I had a very | 
agreeable year together upon that Circuit, and | 
ſome good was done, My health alſo was much F 


reſtored, 


In 1778, I was appointed to labour in Kent, 
It was the firſt year of the grand encampment 
upon Cox-Heath; which conſiſted of about fif- 
teen thouſand men. Being only at the diſtance 
of half a mile from the Heath, for two or three 
weeks before I entered upon my Circuit, I gene- 
rally preached in the Camp once a day. I have 
reaſon to believe ſome of the ſeed then ſown was 
not loſt, having ſince met with perſons both in 
England and Ireland who teſtified they had cauſe 
to thank God for the few opportunities they then 
enjoyed, How often is that word fulfilled, * Calt 


thy bread upon the waters, and thou ſhalt find it 
aſter many days.“ 


On the fourth day of December, I was married 
to Miſs Martha Knowlden, a young woman of a 
worthy family in Looſe, near Maidſtone, with whom, 
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by a wonderful chain of providences, I became 
acquainted about three years before at Edinburgh, 
She was brought up a Diſſenter, and feared the 
Lord from her infancy ; and was often comforted 
and ſweetly drawn by the love of God, into a 
patient waiting for Chriſt, But ſhe never had a 
clear ſertſe of pardon till ſome time after ſhe joined | 
the Methodiſt Society. About four years after 
ſhe found peace with God, and near one year after 
our marriage, ſhe became more acquainted with 
the deep things of God than before ; in-bred fin 
was removed by ſanctifying grace, and the per- 
fect love of God was ſhed abroad in her heart, 
Her great modeſty and diffidence would not let 
her ſay much; but all her words, works, and 
tempers, ſhewed what great things the Lord had 
done for her ſoul. One ſtriking part of her con- 
duct among many others I would mention here, 
recommending it to all our imitation, eſpecially 
to thoſe of her own ſex, When any thing of a 
trying nature happened in the Society, while 
others would have been talking over, and re- 
peating grievances, her method always was, to 
retire immediately for ſecret prayer, where ſhe 
uſually left her burden with the Lord. She was 
of few words; no tatler, no buſy-body, but a 


. keeper at home. She carefully refrained from 


ſpeaking evil of any one; but when any had uſed 
her unkindly, or cauſed pain to her mind, ſhe 
bore it in ſilence, and recommended them to God 
in prayer, She would never diſpute with any 
one, While ſhe lived her whole deportment was 
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an unſpeakable bleſſing to me. And in her death 
ſhe gave teſtimony of God's power to fave to the 


uttermoſt them that come to him through Chrift 
Jeſus. | 


In the year 1779, I was appointed to la- 
bour at Leeds, where I found a people ripe for 
the doctrine of holineſs ; and many that year be- 
lieved unto full ſalvation, This was the richeſt 
foil for Methodiſm, I had yet known, We 
found two thouſand two hundred members in 
Society, .and about 'twenty local Preachers, who 
greaty aſſiſted us in the work; and the word of 
the Lord ran and was glorified; to which the 
harmony which ſubſiſted between the Preachers, 
Stewards, Leaders, and people, greatly contri- 
buted, 


In the year 1780, I went to Shefield, where 1 
found a large Society, but leſs united than thole 
I had left; and therefore I was not fo comfortable 
for atime as I could wiſh, Itgrieved me allo that 
one of my fellow-labourers did not lovingly 
draw in the ſame yoke, and ſoon after left che 
connection. The unealineſs occaſioned in the 
Society by. his diſaffection, for ſome months, 
threatened us with diſagreeable confequences ; 
and our enemies expected a conliderable diviſion 
among us: but He that ſitteth above the water- 
floods,” found means to prevent it, So that in- 
ſtead of loſing in our number, we found at the end 
of the year an increaſe of nincty-ſeven members, 


In 
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In the latter end of June Mr. Weftey, accord- 
ing to his uſual tour, came to Sheffield, where 


Mr. Bradford, who then travelled with him, was 


taken very ill, and was obliged to deſiſt. I took 
his place for about fix weeks; but I ſoon found 
my conſtitution was inadequate to the taſk, Being 
much fatigued with riding in the heat which 
was very intenſe at that time, I was ſeized with 
a billious complaint the firſt day the Conference 
began at Leeds. Doctor Hamilton, with other 
Phyſicians, paid every attention to my caſe, which 
appeared very doubtful for ſome days. The 
chief means whereby I found relief, were bleed- 
ing and the warm bath, but it was ſome time be- 


fore I was pronounced out of danger. I here 


learnt ſome uſeful leſſons while under my Father's 


rod: He gave me peace and reſignation when 
my pain was moſt extreme, and during my whole 
confinement I don't know 1 had one murmuring 
thought. After my recovery, I felt a degree of 
gratitude I had not known before; and a reſo- 
lution fixt in my heart, to be more devoted to 
God, and zealous for the good of ſouls than ever. 


I was appointed to labour another year in 
Sheffield, and was highly favoured with the aſſi ſt- 
ance of two good young men. We laboured to- 
gether in harmony; had peace in all our bor- 
ders, and the work of God greatly proſpered, 
Many ſouls were awakened and born of God, and 
one hundred and forty was added to the Society, 
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In the year 1782, I was appointed for Maceles- 
field, As the Circuit was large and unweildy, 
four Preachers were ſent, with inſtructions to di- 
vide it. We did this in the beſt manner we could, 
and my worthy colleague, Mr. Myles, took charge 
of the Burſlem diviſion. But this, with ſome 
other amendments, ſuch as furniſhing the Preach- 
er's dwelling-houſe by ſubſcription, changing the 
Stewards, &c. gave deep offence to a few indivi- 
duals : but the hearts of the people were united 
to their Preachers; and notwithitanding all the 
difficulties we met with, we were greatly com- 
forted among them, and at the end of two years 
I had the ſatisfaction of leaving them conſiderably 
increaſed in number; and, I truſt, upon the 
whole, not leſs alive to God than I found them, 


But all the trials I had ever known were ſmall 
when. compared. with that I was here called to 
bear, After a lingering ſickneſs of about two 
months continuance, the Lord ſaw it right to 
tear from my bleeding heart, the dear partner of 


my cares and ſorrows, my ever faithful and af- 
fectionate wife, 


As it ſo nearly concerns myſelf, and will pro- 
bably be a bleſſing to ſome into whoſe hands 
theſe pages may fall, I ſhall make no apology for 


inſerting a part of what paſſed during her laſt 
fickneſs, 


It was on new year's day that her danger began 
firſt to appear, After the renewal of the covenant,. 
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it was impreſſed deeply upon my mind, that her 
ſickneſs would be unto death, Being greatly 
diſtreſſed on her account, I went to her, and 
told her my fears for her. She replied, with her 
uſual ſweetneſs, © Perhaps my life may not be in 
danger. You can remember the time when J 
was reduced much lower than I am now, and 
yet the Lord reſtored me, He bringeth down 
to the grave and raiſeth up again. The Lord 
can do great things. Nay, he hath done great 


things. Fear not, and all ſhall be well.” 


Jan. 7th. She ſtill continued to grow weaker, 
Beſides many other things which paſled in con- 
verſation concerning her paſt life, and the deal- 
ings of God with her ſoul, ſhe ſaid to me,“ What 
pleaſure ſhould it afford us, my dear, that we 
can look back on the five years we have lived 
together, and ſay, we have been helps and 
not hindrances to each other in the ways of 
God? And what cauſe have you, as well as 
I, to be happy in the reflection, that we have 
never had one jarring ſtring ſince we knew 
each other; that notwithſtanding we have had 
many trials from others, yet we have never 
been the leaſt cauſe of ſorrow to each other? 
And if the Lord ſhould take me now, you will 
follow me, but not yet. No, my dear, you 
have more to do and to {uffer ; but he who has 
hitherto ſupported, will {till be your helper, 
You will live to be more uſeful, and more hap- 
Py than ever. The Lord knows you are up- 
right before him, ſo that you have nothing to 


ſear. 
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fear. He will lay underneath you his everlaſting 
arms, therefore goon, and let nothing diſcourage 
you. I helieve the Lord will proſper what you 
take in hand, and that he will bleſs the children, 
and make them his children, You may be diſ- 
couraged to think how you ſhall do with them 
when I am gone ; but you need not, The Lord 
will raiſe you up friends where you do not expect- 
and you ſhall want for nothing; and what is beſt 
of all, I ſhall meet you in glory.” 


In the evening ſhe deſired the children, 7oſeþh 
and Benjamin, might be brought to her bed fide. 
She kiſſed them both, and prayed that the bleſſing 
of Jacob's God might ever attend them; and then 
added, „I believe God will bleſs you, and make 
you a bleſſing to many. TI believe he will make 
you good men, and you will one day follow me 
to heaven. 


Jan. 14. A part of the morning ſhe was ſcarce 
able to ſpeak at all; but her mind ſeemed quite 
compoſed, and a heavenly {weetneſs was in her 
countenance, I prayed with her, and afterwards 


being ſeated by her ſhe burſt ſuddenly into tears, 


On being aſked the cauſe, ſhe ſaid, O! *tis hap- 
pineſs makes me weep, I am thinking of Jeſus, 
and how his name charms all the heavenly hoſt, 
and the thought is almoſt overcoming, O! he is 
a precious Saviour! I have many relations in 
heaven who are near and dear unto me; a father, 
a mother, and filters, and brothers, and others 

whom 
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whom TI loved tenderly ; but they are all nothing 
when I think of Jeſus : and I ſhall ſoon ſee him and 
Praiſe him better than I can now. Angels will 
be bleſſed companions above: but O! they are 
nothing; I can only think of Jcfus. My ſweet 
Saviour! I do love thee! Where is that hymn 
that ſpeaks of Jeſus as the ſubje& of all the angels 
ſongs ?” The hymn was read, though with many 
tears, while ſhe ſeemed to rejoice with joy unſpeak- 
able and full of glory. 


On the ſame day Mr, Joſeph Roe called to fee 
her, and being defired to walk up ſtairs into her 
room, ſhe ſaid to him, + The Lord favours me, 
Mr. Roe, in a peculiar manner, I have no pain; 
and, after all my unworthineſs, he gives me ſweet- 
ly to rejoice in his love on a ſick and dying bed, 
His condeſcenſion is ſo great, that, at times, a 
{enſe of it almoſt overpowers me. He is a pre- 
cious Saviour, indeed he is; and thoſe that cleave 
to him with a fincere heart will ever find him ſo, 
He knows I am ſincere, though very undeſervingy 
and all I have ever feared, or that has harraſſed 
my mind, has been, leſt others ſhould think me 
more than I am. I would not deceive any one 
by profeſſing more than I poſſeſs; the Lord 
knoweth. No; it would be an awful thing to do 
that, I would be ſincere. It is good to be fin. 
cere, We ſhall all find it ſo when we come to a 
death bed. I could wiſh we might all live to 
God more than we have ever done, What is the 
world, or any thing in it? Jeſus is all; and 1 

mall 
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fear, He will lay underneath you his everlaſting 
arms, therefore go on, and let nothing diſcourage 
you. I believe the Lord will proſper what you 
take in hand, and that he will bleſs the children, 
and make them his children, You may be diſ- 
couraged to think how you ſhall do with them 
when I am gone ; but you need not, The Lord 
will raiſe you up friends where you do not expe&» 
and you ſhall want for nothing; and what is beſt 
of all, I ſhall meet you in glory,” 


In the evening ſhe deſired the children, 7ofeph 
and Benjamin, might be brought to her bed fide. 
She kiſſed them both, and prayed that the bleſſing 
of Jacob's God might ever attend them; and then 
added, I believe God will bleſs you, and make 
you a bleſſing to many. I believe he will make 
you good men, and you will one day follow me 
to heaven. 


Jan. 14. A part of the morning ſhe was ſcarce 
able to ſpeak at all; but her mind ſeemed quite 
compoled, and a heavenly {weetneſs was in her 
countenance, I prayed with her, and afterwards 
being ſeated by her ſhe burſt ſuddenly into tears. 
On being aſked the cauſe, ſhe ſaid, „O! *tis hap- 
pineſs makes me weep. I am thinking of Jeſus, 
and how his name charms all the heavenly hoſt, 
and the thought is almoſt overcoming, O! he is 
a precious Saviour! I have many relations in 
heaven who are near and dear unto me; a father, 


a mother, and filters, and brothers, and others 


whom 
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whom J loved tenderly ; but they are all nothing 
when I think of Jeſus : and I ſhall ſoon ſee him and 
praiſe him better than I can now. Angels will 
be bleſſed companions above: but O! they are 
nothing; I can only think of Jeſus. My ſweet 
Saviour! I do love thee! Where is that hymn 
that ſpeaks of Jeſus as the ſubject of all the angels 
ſongs ?” The hymn was read, though with many 


tears, while ſhe ſeemed to rejoice with joy unſpeak- 
able and full of glory. 


On the ſame day Mr, Joſephi Roe called to fee 
her, and being defired to walk up ſtairs into her 
room, ſhe ſaid to him, The Lord favours me, 
Mr. Roe, in a peculiar manner, I have no pain; 
and, after all my unworthineſs, he gives me ſweet- 
ly to rejoice in his love on a ſick and dying bed. 
His condeſcenſion is ſo great, that, at times, a 
{enſe of it almoſt overpowers me. He is a pre- 
cious Saviour, indeed he is; and thoſe that cleave 
to him with a fincere heart will ever find him ſo, 
He knows I am ſincere, though very undeſerviagy 
and all I have ever feared, or that has harraſſed 
my mind, has been, leſt others ſhould think me 
more than I am. I would not deceive any one 
by profeſſing more than 1 poſſeſs; the Lord 
knoweth. No; it would be an awful thing to do 
that, I would be ſincere. It is good to be fin. 
cere, We ſhall all find it ſo when we come to a 
death bed. I could wiſh we might all live to 
God more than we have ever done, What is the 
world, or any thing in it? Jeſus is all; and 1 
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ſhall praiſe him for ever, I know I ſhall.” While 
ſhe ſpoke theſe words, ſhe ſeemed to be in an exta- 
ſy of joy and praiſe, Her ſparkling eyes and out- 
ſpread arms made her to appear as if ſhe were 


even now about to take her flight to her immortal 
home. 


In the evening ſhe called upon us to ſing, 
« He comes, he comes, the judge ſevere,” 


And ſhe ſung the whole hymn with us ſo 


loud, that all were amazed, and much af- 
fected. 


Jan. 18. She had a violent fit of coughing, and 


nature ſeemed in agonies. I ſaid to her, my dear, 
this is hard work. She turned her languid face 
towards me and ſaid with a heavenly ſmile upon 
her countenance, “ No, my dear, it is not. No, 
no, it is not hard, Jeſus makes it ſweet; he ſuf- 
fered much more for me. I ſhould be ungrateful 
if I thought it hard, or if I had a murmuring 
thought, I am ſenſible it is the Lord's goodneſs 


to me, and am thankful for it, My mind 


is compoſed, and I am ſure all will be 
well,” 


Jan. 19th. This was a happy day to her, 


While I ſtood by the bed fide, ſhe looked at me, 


and ſaid, . „The Lord will bleſs you, my dear. 
He will bleſs you. What cauſe have I to be 


thankful for the day I firſt knew you? But for 


you I might have been caſt into the way of a gay 
| world ; 
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world ; but the Lord made you the inſtrument of 
ſnatching me from it. I hope I ſhall be one dia- 
mond more in your crown, and ſhall praiſe God 


to all eternity for you, Go on, my dear, and the 
Lord will be with you,” 


Jan. 2gd. George Pearſon called to enquire 
after her, and by her defire he was aſked up ſtairs, 
She gave him her hand and ſaid, © Well, well, 
George, I am glad to ſee you. I love to lee the 
Lord's children, and I believe you are one. You 


have known the ways of God a long time, The 


Lord has done much for you. Yes, he has bleſſed 
you, and he will bleſs you itill, He is a good and 
faithful God. I have ever proved him ſo, and 
eſpecially in this time of need, He does bleſs me, 
and comfort me, and will ſave me to the end, I 
believe you have had many trials ſince you firſt 
ſet out in the ways of God, You now grow 
near the end of your journey, You will not 
forſake the Lord now, and I am ſure he will not 
forſake you, No, no, the Lord never forſakes 


his people, You ſee he does not forſake me, un- 


worthy as I am.” He prayed with her, and ſhe 
found her mind much encouraged, 


Some time after this, ſhe called the maid to her 


and ſaid, „Pæbe, be ſure you be a good girl, 


Serve the Lord: give him your heart, Religion 
is the beſt thing, Phebe, Nothing elſe will do. 
Beltruly religious, and then you will be fit to live, 
and fit to die. O!] it is a bleſſed thing to be de- 


voted. to God in our youth, Don't forget what 


b lay, 
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I fay. I am dying. You may live many years, 
or you may follow me ſoon : we cannot tell. The 


Lord knoweth. O think on. theſe things, do. 
And then you will ſee me again in heaven,” 


Jan. 24. Being aſked how ſhe felt, ſhe replied, 
« Very comfortable. I feel the Lord is good to 
me, And notwithſtanding all my unworthineſs, 
I believe he will accept me. Nay, he does accept 
me. I know that Jeſus is mine, and I am his! 
I am indebted to his merit for all, I atn ſaved 
through Chriſt alone. I leave my every concern 
with him, and I am ſure he will keep that which 
I have committed to his care, My huſband, my 
children, my friends, my every care I leave with 
Jeſus. I fully believe he will preſerve them all, 
and we ſhall mect above.” 


Jan. 26th. Being ſpent with coughing, when 
ſhe had recovered a little, ſhe ſaid, „ Well, but I 
know my reward is with the Lord, and my God 
will be my help. And glory be to his dear name, 
I feel he doth help me. My truſt is in the Lord; 
he is near unto me at all times.” And again, after 
a ſevere fit of ſickneſs, and a flcepleſs night, ſhe 
turned her face to Miſs Roe and ſaid, © Well, my 
dear, I think the Lord will not tarry long now. 
O! he is a ſweet Saviour. We ſhall ſoon mectt 
where we ſhall rejoice together for ever: 


“% How ſhall we ling and triumph there 


Our dangers and eſcapes com pare, 
Our days of {leſh and woe!“ 


Tes, we ſhall, we ſhall.” 


She 
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She continued in a rapture of joy, as one Juſt 
ready to take the wing, while Miſs Roe repeated 
the following lines from a divine Poet. 


«© He looks from the ſkies, 
He ſhews us the prize, 
And gives us a ſign 
That we ſhall o'ecrcome by the mercy divine,” &c, 


Far ſeveral days ſhe was exceedingly weak, and 


could ſcarcely be heard to ſpeak. At times, how- 


ever ſhe whiſpered, „O my precious, precious 
Lord, thou wilt not tarry long! I ſhall ſoon be 
with thee, What a day will that be! I ſhall 
praiſe thee for ever! O what a ſweetneſs, what 
hagpineſs I feel! I am quite reſigned, entirely fo, 
All the Lord does is well done indeed! I am glad 
it is juſt as it is; all is right, Come, Lord Jeſus ! 
O come quickly! O come my dear Jeſus, do come 


and help me Thou wilt come ſoon, I ſhall ſoon 


be with thee,” 


Feb. 15th, A little before three o'clock this 
morning ſhe had a ſevere fit of coughing, and 
tried to get up the phlegm in vain, I ſaid to her, 


Lou have had a hard ſtruggle, my dear; but 


this alſo is permitted by him who loves you ten- 
derly, Yes, you are dear to him. God has ſome 
good end to anſwer in thus lengthening out your 
affliction, But your Lord is now ſaying, It is 
enough! Only have faith and patience a few 
minutes longer, ſo ſhall you be perfect and entire, 
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lacking nothing. You are this moment ſuffering all 
you ever ſhall ſuffer to all eternity. You ſhall 
never, never, never ſuffer again! Methinks I hear 
Jeſus now ſaying, Lo! I come quickly to wipe 
away all tears for ever from your eyes. It is done, 
Thou ſhalt ſorrow no more, neither ſhalt thou feel 
any more pain!“ 


She replied, © Theſe are precious words, They 
comfort me; and I believe it is all true, and I 
ſhall prove it ſo. Yes, I ſhall ! I ſhall! I ſhall!” 
After that ſhe lay compoſed about a quarter of an 
Hour, filently breathing prayer and praiſe to God, 
Then the cough came on again, and a moſt ſevere 
ſtruggle enſued, which threw her into the agonies 
of death. She was convulſed all over in a mo- 
ment. While the agony was at the height, it was 
thought ſhe was delirious. Juſt as it ſeized her 
ſhe cried, „Pray! pray! pray! O pray for me.” 
We did ſo. The agony abated a little, and her 
reaſon returned. She inſtantly cried out with an 
uncommon vehemency, claſping her hands, “My 
God! My God! My Saviour! My King!” re- 
peating it many times. I replied, „ Yes, my 
deareſt creature, your Saviour 1s coming to you ; 


He is here. Jeſus is now ſtanding by, and his 


holy angels with him. They are all waiting for 
you. See! See! their wings are alieady ſpread 
out to bear you away.” She cried out with an 
uncommon loud voice, * I know it! I know it 
well!“ repeating the ſame words at leaſt ten 
times over, She was then ſilent a little, When 

I could 
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I could ſpeak, I repeated to her thoſe lines of 
Mr. Pope 


Hark! Hark! they whiſper! angels ſay, 


Miſter ſpirit come away!“ 


Telling her theſe her favourite verſes were now 
complcatly fulfilled in her: that ſhe was now in 
ellect ſaying, 


« Ceaſe, fond nature, ceaſe thy ſtrife, 
And let me languiſh into life,” 


I was going on to the end of the verſe; but juſt 
as I repeated 


«© Heaven opens on my eyes!“ 


She ſtopped me ſhort by crying out ſo loud as to 
be heard down ſtairs, and through every room in 
the houſe, „See! See! See! What a fine man! 
See! See! See! What a fine man!“ -The ſcene 
was very affecting. In that dread moment ſuch a 
ſolemn awe fell upon all thoſe about her, as if the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt was viſibly preſent, From 
the uncommon vehemence and unſhaken confi- 
dence with which ſhe had juſt before uſed the 
prayer of her dying Lord, «My God!“ My God!”? 
we had not a doubt, but as ſhe was then drinking 
of the ſame cup Chriſt drank in the garden (for 
ſhe was bathed all over in a cold ſweat) ſo in like 
manner was an angel ſent, or Jeſus himſelf ap- 
peared to ſtrengthen her in her laſt agony, 
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She continued with her eyes fixed, repeating 
the ſame words, „See! See! See! What a fine 
man !” for fifteen or twenty minutes without in- 
termiſhon, till her ſtrength was quite exhauſted, 
Then with a lower voice ſhe cried, „Come! 
Come ! Come ! Saviour! Saviour! Come! Come! 
Come !” And gently leaning back, ſhe ſweetly 
ſunk into his arms, at half paſt five o'clock on 
Sunday morning Feb, 15th, having juſt ſeen her 
birth-day, and ended her twenty-ninth year in 
a world of ſorrow, ſhe began with her Lord in 
Paradiſe that ſabbath which ſhall have no end, 
My youngeſt fon, a lovely child, died at the ſame 
time, aged eight months; and they were both laid 
in one grave. 


I was now left with my two little boys, one 
four, the other only two years old, But the 
Lord was merciful both to them and me, who in 
the courſe of his providence raiſed us up'a kind 
friend in Mis Roe (the only daughter of the late 
Rev. James Roe of Macclesfield) an intimate acquain- 
tance, and twin ſoul of their dear mother; and 


for whom both them and me have had cauſe to be 


thankful ever ſince. 


As I clearly perceived the Lord had prepared 
in her, another help-meet for me, and one every 
way calculated to aſſiſt me both in my ſoul and 
Jabours, I therefore entered into the marriage 
ſtate a ſecond time on the nineteenth of Auguſt, 
1784. And now eight years are ncarly elapſed, I 
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have found no cauſe to alter my judgment, but on 
the contrary, have often bleſſed God for ſuch a 
yoke-fellow. And it has pleaſed the Lord to make 
her uſeful in her preſent calling to many, eſpecial- 
ly thoſe of her own ſex. She was in ſome meaſure 
prepared for this, not only by a pious and liberal 
education, from her childhood, but by an early 
converion to God, She was deeply awakeneds 
and brought to the ſaving knowledge of Chriſt 
at the age of ſeventeen: and a ſhort time after 
that, felt the need of a farther work of grace- 


For this the earneſtly intreated the Lord, who 
ſoon came to her help. 


% He ſpoke the ſecon l time be clean 
And took away her inbred fin,” 


From that time, (now eighteen years ago) though 
variouily tempted and tried in common with 
others, ſhe has held fait her confidence in God, 
And from the time 1 firit had the happinels of 
becoming acquainted with her, I have {een no- 
thing in her conduct inconſiſtent with her profeſſi- 
on. Ihe evenneſs of her temper, and the chear- 
fulneſs of her diſpoſition ; as well asher faith and 
prayers have greatly contributed to my comfort, 
when cloſely exerciſed and tried from different 
quarters. She was certainly the ſpecial giit of 
God to me, And I have not the ſhadow of a 
doubt but we ſhall, after a few more conflicts here, 
follow ler who is gone before, and all ſpend a 
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glorious eternity together in recounting the won- © 

ders of Providence and of grace, I 

Immediately after our marriage we haſtened to : 

my appointment in Dublin, where we ſafely arrived» ſ, 

in a Liverpool Packet, after an agreeable paſſage of h 

thirty hours. RY 

I had not been many days in that city before g 

I ſaw ſome fruit of my labour, and was fully ſa- 

tisfied my going there was of the Lord, A few 4 

years ago there had been a great ſifting time in the 6 

ſociety. But the troublers of Iſrael were now re- ir 

moved, and we found the people fully prepared to fe 

xeceive the goſpel of peace, Within the ſpace * 

of ſix weeks ſeveral found mercy, and returned | a, 

public thanks to Almighty God for a ſenſe of his ge 

pardoning love; and many more were deeyly 25 

| awakened. _ 
| This we received as a token for good; and the 1 
hopes of all were encouraged to expect a more * 

| glorious. out-pouring of the Spirit, For this a 5 
general ſpirit of ſupplication was given, and the = 
| Lord anſwered for himſelf in a wonderful and ab 
glorious manner, At the quarterly love-feaſt FY 

Sunday Oct. ioth (the firſt we kept together) ſoon 41 

after the people began to ſpeak their experience, of 


a poor woman under deep convittion, cried ' 

aloud for all preſent to pray for her, We all in- 

ſtantly fell upon our knees, and entreated. the W; 
Lord on her. behalf. In that moment the power 
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of God deſcended in ſuch a manner that I be- 
lieve, not one unaffected foul remained under the 
roof, We continued wreſtling in prayer for near 
half an hour, and afterwards found, not leſs than 
ſeven ſouls were clearly juſtified. And many who 
had received notes of admiſſion on that occaſion, 
were deeply awakened, and immediately joined 
the Society. The next evening another was uf. 
tified under the word, and two more under the laſt 
prayer, when alſo a poor backſlider felt the Lord 
had healed him. Within the next week following, 
five others were brought into goſpel liberty ; and 
in the month enſuing thirteen more. At a love- 
feaſt held in our Gravel- Halt Chapel, Nov. the 
eighteenth, eight perſons received a ſenſe of par- 
don, two backſliders were reſtored, and a ſtran— 
ger who had got admittance for that time, was 
truly awakened, About a fortnight after -this, 
we had our Band love-feaſt, when two more were 
juſtified, and three profeſſed to be at the ſame time, 
renewed in love. In the beginning of Decem- 
ber, one was juſtified at St. Patrick's Church when 
receiving the ſacrament. And one who had been 
educated a Roman Catholic but was awakened 
about ſix weeks before, received a ſenſe of par- 
don under the word in our Preaching-houſe : as 
did two more, who were convinced of fin at one 
of the above mentioned love-teaſts, 


On Chriſtmas-Day our Chapel at White- Friars 
was well filled at four o'clock in the morning. We 
continued 
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continued in preaching, exhortation and prayer 
till eight. It was a memorable ſeaſon, and the 
power of God was manifeſt in the whole congre- 
gation, I cannot aſcertain the exa& number of 
ſouls. that were converted to God, but ſeveral 
found a clear ſenſe of his parconing love ſhed 
abroad in their hearts: and many others were 
awakened, who had remained until that time 
entire ſtrangers both to God, and his people, 


The firit Sunday in the new year all the ſociety, 
with ſeveral other friends aſſembled together to 
renew their covenant with God. It was a molt 
ſolemn ſeaſon. 1 ſeldom remember to have felt 
more of the Divine preſence at any time, The 
language of my heart, and I believe of moſt pre- 
ſent was, © How awful is this place, ſurely it 
is the houſe of God, this 1s the gate of heaven,” 
So it was found to be; three penitents, and two 
backſliders were at that bleſſed ordinance, recon- 
ciled to God by faith in the blood of Chriſt, And 
on the Thurſday and Friday evenings following, 
while the form of the Covenant was farther ex- 
plained, four more received forgiveneſs of 
ſins; and two others under preaching the enfuing 
Sabbath, 


From that time to the twenty-ffth of March, 
thirty-ſix more, received a ſenſe of pardoning mer- 
cy. On Good-Friday two more were juſtified un- 
der the word, and one at the communion in St, 


Patrick's, On Eaſter-day many could witneſs, 
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& Chriſt is riſen indeed,” Two received a ſenſe 
of pardon in the morning, and in the evening four 
more felt the power of Him who bruiled the head 
of the ſerpent, while attending to a ſermon de- 
livered from Gen. iii. 15, and beſide thele, three 
others were bleſſed with a degree of inward liber- 
ty they had not known before. We had reaſon to 
hope our honourcl father Mr. Wefley would have 
ſpent his Eaſter with us, but being detained in 
England longer than he expected, he did not arrive 
in Dublin until the eleventh of April; before 
which time three more were pardoned : two 
backſliders were reſtored; and two others cxpe- 
rienced, „the blood of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth 
from all fin,” Mr. IWeflzy ſpent about a fortnight 
in the city; during which time eight perſons were 
juſtified under his preaching. And before he re- 
turned from viſiting the country ſocieties, fifteen 
ſouls found peace with God. 


In the time of our Conference, two others re- 
ceived a ſenſe of pardon, and three more were 
enabled to believe to full ſalvation. The whole 
number of ſouls brought into the glorious liberty 
of the children of God in the courſe of the year 
paſt was a hundred and thirty. And an increaſe 
in the Society of two hundred members, after 
excluding all thoſe we judged improper to remain, 


When l found my fellow-labourer was to be 
removed, I made it- matter of much prayer to 
God, that he would ſend me another {ſuitable in 
every reſpect. The Lord fulklled my defire, and 

gave 
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gave me Chriſtopher Peacock; a man every way 
adapted to the work, who was alſo my ſon in the 
goſpel of Chriſt, and for whom I had a molt ten- 
der affection. He was a laborious, zealous, young 
man, full of faith and of the Holy Ghoſt, and his 
miniſtry was attended with abundant ſucceſs. But 
it pleaſed him who ſeeth not as man ſeeth, and 
% whoſe judgments are a great deep,“ early to de- 
prive us of this valuable man of God! A putrid 
fever was commiſſioned to ſnatch him away (per- 
haps from ſome evil to come) in the midſt of his 
uſefulneſs, and the full vigour of youth. He 
finiſhed his courſe, February 15, 1786, in the 
thirty-fourth year of his age, 


The affliction and death of one I loved ſo much, 
with what I felt for the people in loſing ſuch a 
helper, ſo greatly affected my bodily health, that 
for ſome weeks I thought I muſt have ſunk under 
the burden. Application was made to Mr, Weſley 
to fill up the vacancy, but in vain, as all the 


Preachers were engaged, This was an awful 


period! And I greatly feared the glorious revival 
which we were now in the very midſt of, would 
at leaſt be impeded, But the death of a Preacher 


ſo much beloved, had a good effect upon the 


people; we cried to the Lord, and he was better 
to us than all our fears: and great as my fatigue 
was, my health grew better ; lo did the Lord per- 
fe& his ſtrength in human weakneſs, I was led 
to conſider this was the Lord's work, and that he 
could carry it on with, or without means, or by 
what 


YO 


what inſtruments he choſe, The congregations 
continued very large, and the prayer-meetings and 
Claſſes exceeding lively; and ſcarce a week paſſed 
that ſome were not awakened and joined to the 
Society, and frequently under the word, or at 
other ordinances, three, four, or five, would be 
found to praiſe God, for his converting grace, 
And although they were amazingly happy in the 


love of Chriſt, yet there was ſcarcely any ap- 


pearance of what is commonly called wild-fire, 
and the work was not only gradual, but deep in 
molt of them who were the ſubjects of it. The 
number of perſons whom we had reaſon to believe 
were ſavingly brought to the knowledge of God 
among us in the courſe of the {ſecond year, was 
one hundred and ſeventy-eight ſouls, which is 
forty-cight more than in the former year: and the 


Society amounted to more than nine hundred 
members, 


Having had ſo conſiderable an increaſe and for 
ſo long time together, it was natural to expect 
(according to the common courle of things) the 
tide would now begin to ebb, But he who is able 
to do above all we can aſk or think, ſtill continued 


to awaken ſinners in great numbers. Z1on's cords 


were lengthened, and her converts flowed in from 
every quarter, Several concurring circumſtances 
induced Mr. Weſley to comply with the requeſt of 
the Society in leaving me amongſt them another 
year. And I was favoured with a fellow-labourer 


of picty, integrity, and good abilities; nor did the 


Lord 
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Lord give us leſs fruit than before. When we 
came to deliver up our charge at the yearly Con- 
ference, after thoroughly weeding the Claſſes, 
and lopping off one hundred and twenty-ſix mem. 
bers, ſome for immorality, and others for omitting 
to meet their Clals, yet the Society had increaſed 
to cleven hundred and thirty-ſix. Which made 
in all, an addition of above fix hundred ſouls in 
three years. And from the beſt accounts we could 
keep, we had every reaſon to believe, four hun- 
dred and fiſty-cight of thole, were ſavingly con- 
verted to God, 


In the year 1787, I was ſtationed for Cork, But 
beſore I could enter upon my new appointment, 
ſome temporal matters rendered it neceſſary that 
me and my wife ſhould firſt go to Macclesfield, 
The journey appeared more pleaſing, as we were 
honoured with the company of Mr. Hey, Dr, 
Coke, and others of our Preachers and their wives 
acroſs the channel, But although the paſſage in 
general was agreeaule, yet it was attended with 
ſome danger, When we had gone about half way 
from Dublin to Park-Gate, the Packet, (born down 
by a rapid tide from the IWelfh coalt,) ſuddenly 
ſtruck upon a rock, where we lay beating vehe_ 
mently for about an hour, The Captain ordered 
all the women and children upon deck, to tiy if 
we could ſave their lives, expecting every minute 
the ſhip would go to pieces. But through the kind 
providence of God, aid after fervent prayer to 
him for deliverance, it pleaſed the Lord to inter- 
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pole in our behalf, ſo that we got clear again, 
though not without ſome damage to the veſlel, 


However, the pump was ſufficient to keep it up, 
till we reached the port, 


Having ſettled our affairs, we haſtened back 
to Dublin, and from thence to Cork, where, after 
a journey of near ſeven hundred miles to and 
fro by ſca and land, we were gladly received 
by an affectionate people, who were ſtudious to 
make our lives comfortable. Some unhappy 
jarrings the preceding year had conſiderably in- 
jured the work of God, ſo that in viſiting the 
Claſſes, I found, about three weeks after I arrived, 
the Society reduced from five hundred, to three 
hundred and ninety-ſeven members, My fellow 
labourer was a pious man and a good Preacher; 
and we had the happineſs to ſee peace and proſ- 
perity return, We added a hundred to the So- 
ciety before new year's day; and have reaſon to 


believe upwards of ſixty of theſe were converted 
to God, 


But the progreſs of the work did not ſtop here; 
the Lord continued to proſper his word to the 
ſalvation of many ſouls in that city. And it is 
probable more good would have been done, .but 
for a few troubleſome ſpirits, who, under a pre- 
tence of ſtanding up for the Church, hurt the 
minds of many, The Loid greatly bleſſed his 
word among the ſoldiers, Eight ſerjeants, and 
about forty privates met conſtantly in Claſs, and 
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ſome of them became eminent for piety. Not- 
withſtanding every difficulty caſt in the way, the 
Society increaſed to ſix hundred and ſixty: many 
of whom were much alive to God, and orna- 
ments to their profeſſion at the time we left them, 


About this time one of our travelling Preach- 
ers, a pious good man, related to me the fol- 
lowing inſtance of the divine interpoſition, viz. 
A few months ago as he was travelling on his 
Circuit, he was met by three robbers ; one ſeized 
the horſe by the bridle, a ſecond clapped a piſtol 
to his breaſt, and a third catched hold of him to 
pull him from his horſe, all ſwearing they would 
inſtantly have his money or his life. He looked 
them ſtedfaſtly in the face, ſaying, „Friends, 
did you pray this morning ?” They ſeemed greatly 
confounded, But one of them inſtantly took 
his watch out of his pocket; another took off 
his ſaddle-bags, and pulled out a knife to rip 


them open, but he cried, Stop friend! there is no- 


thing there but a few religious books, and you are 
very welcome to have them to read if you pleaſe 
and as to money, I have only twopence half- 
penny, which he took out of his pocket im- 
medlately and gave to one of them. Now, 
ſays he, ſhall I give you my coat? You are 
welcome to any thing I have about me: only, I 
would have you to remember, I am a ſervant of 
Cod, and am now going on his errand, I am 
going to preach at ſuch a place, and I beg you 
will let me pray with you before we part; and 

it 
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it may do you more good than any thing E 

have given to you. At this one of them ſaid to 

the reſt, we will keep nothing belonging to this 
man; if we do, vengeance will purſue us. He 
took the money and returned it with his own hands 
into his pocket, and inſiſted the other ſhould 
return the watch; which, after a little heſitation, 
he put back alſo: and the third taking up the 
bags laid them on the horſe, and faſtened them to 
the ſaddle again, He thanked them all for their 
great civility, and again renewing his requeſt that 
they would let him pray with them, he fell upon 
his knees on the road, and prayed with great 
power. Two of them went off, but the third 
kneeled cloſe by him all the time, and was very 
much affected; ſo that there was reaſon to hope 


he was reſolved to become a new man, 


In the year 1790, I was appointed for London. 
Here I found a numerous, pious, and loving peo- 
ple, who have been accuſtomed to the Methodiſt 
diſcipline from the beginning, and who, in gene- 
ral, pay attention toour Rules, for conſcience ſake, 
We have an extenſive field of action in this great 


metropolis, and plenty of work for more than 


— 


three times the number of itinerant Preachers, 


than have ever yet been employed on this Circuit. 
When my coming was firſt propoſed to me, I 
"Felt exceedingly for the importance of ſuch a 
charge, and ſhould have objected to the appoint- 
ment, only I was afraid of running counter to the 
prove of God, But I did not foreſee the ſolemn 
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fcene which lay before me, or my timidity would 
probably have prevailed, I had much comfort, 
both in my labours and family connections for 
near ſeven months. But it is impoſſible to de- 
ſcribe what I felt on the removal of our vencrable 
Father to Paradiſe: yet I eſteem it the greateſt 
honour ever done me, that I was providentially 
called to accompany him in his laſt journey, and 
be with him in his lateſt moments. 


Added to this irreparable loſs, many other diſ- 
agreeable circumſtances, ariſing from the general 
{tir occaſioned through our whole connection by 
this awful event, made the ſituation of my bre— 
thren and me here very diſtreſſing. God alone 
knoweth how my own mind was exerciſed from 
the time of Mr. Weſley's death, till the Conference. 
But when I came to Manchefter, and ſaw what 
manner of ſpirit the Preachers in general were 
of, how brotherly love prevailed among them, 
and that all were reſolved to go on in the good 
old way, the ſnarc of the enemy was entirely 
broken. I therefore returned to my charge with 
Joy, fully reſolved to act in harmony with my 
brethren, and by the help of God, to live and 
die an itinerant Methodiſt Preacher. 


It is matter of praiſe that the great Head of the 
Church is ſtill with us, in a powerful manner, 
Many are the ſouls that have been convinced, and 
brought to God amongſt us, in and near this 
city, in the ſpace of cighteen months laſt paſt. 
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The congregations are large, and attentive; and 
the Societies are increaſed to upwards of three 
thouſand members; which is more by ſome hun- 
dreds than they ever were before, But Satan has 
not been wanting to ſtir up a ſpirit of diſcord in 
ſome: nevertheleſs, the Lord has graciouſly over- 
ruled it hitherto; fo that the people in general, 
are in peace, and the word of the Lord continues 
to run and 1s glorified, 
OWN experience. 


But to return to my 


I obſerved in the former part of this account 
that my Juſtification was particularly clear; ſo 
was alſo the work of ſanctification: and as I re- 
ccived the former of theſe by faith alone, fo did 
I the latter, But I did not retain the witneſs of 
full ſalvation long, Neverthelels, the Lord has 
graciouſly reſtored it to me at different times, and 
yet as often have I proved unfaithful, and by 
giving way to unbelief, have been robbed of my 
confidence, as it related to that grace. I bleſs 
God, I now feel a meaſure of the genuine fruits 
of holineſs; yet I am clear I have not ſo much 
of thele as many of the adult children of God do 
poſſeſs. I feel myſelf utterly unworthy of the 
Jeaſt of the mercics of my Lord, but my truſt is 
in His righteouſneſs, I feel a need of recurring 
daily to the blood of ſprinkling; and am perſuad- 
ed that the Lord will correct and pardon what he 
lees amils, 
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It is now twenty-nine years fince I was firſt 
convinced of ſin; and a little more than twenty» 
three 
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three ſince I taſted of the pardoning love of God: 


from which time, (excepting once for “a ſpace 
of about two months) I have been enabled, 


through grace, to look up to God as my reconciled. 


Father in Chriſt Jeſus. About twenty-two of 
thoſe years I have been endeavouring in ſome 
ſmall meaſure, to recommend the ſame bleſſing 
to others; and I praiſe the Lord who hath given 
me ſome reaſon to believe I did not run before I 
was ſent. . Yet I have much cauſe to be aſhamed 
before God, that I have not been more holy and 
more uſeful, However, one thing I can fay, 
the ſame principle I ſet out with continues until 
this day. It was the Love of Chriſt which 


then conſtrained me,” And the language of my 
ſoul now is, | 


„% My life, my blood There preſent, ' 
If for thy cauſe they may be ſpent 
Thy faithful witneſs will I be, 

*Tis fix'd, I can do all through thee," 


Before I left home to preach the goſpel, I 
thought an itinerant life was calculated above all 
others, to promote a growth in grace, as it cuts of 
all pecuniary advantages and ſecular concerns, I 


ſtill believe God is able to uphold his meſſengers, 


and cauſe his grace to abound towards them, 
But upon the whole, few are more critically 
circumſtanced, all things conſidered, than a Me- 
thodiſt Preacher : eſpecially thoſe who are called 
to ſuperintend in our Connection. It is a mercy 
indeed, if while theſe are looking to their Lord's 
vine- 
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vineyard, they do not neglect their own. I often 


fear this has been too much my own caſe; and 
have hedrtily wiſhed I had leſs to do with public 
affairs in-the Church of God: and that I might 
ſpend the whole of my time in recommending 
the love of Chriſt to periſhing ſinners. But 
one thing I firmly believe, whatever the Lord calls 
to, he will qualify for; and that he never calls 
them who love him, to any thing which will 
neceſſarily make them love him leſs; and therefore 
if I have ſuffered loſs in my own ſoul, I take all 
the blame to myſelf, It is certain, every Miniſter 
of Chriſt requires, not only much wiſdom and 
prudence, but alſo, peculiar reſolution and firm- 
neſs of mind. He that would faithfully ſerve 
Chriſt and his cauſe among us, muſt not ſeek the 
favour of men. -Nevertheleſs, „The ſervant of 
the Lord ſhould not ſtrive, but be gentle unto all 
men; apt to teach, patient; in meekneſs inſtruct- 
ing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves. For the wrath 
of man worketh not the righteouſneſs of God.“ 
It might have been more conſiſtent with my own 


peace, had I paid more tri attention to this 
rule in ſome caſes, 


I have often brought heavineſs upon my mind, 
by reproving with too much warmth, what I be- 
lieved wrong at the time: and perhaps I have in- 
curred the diſpleaſure of ſome, more than need- 
ful; who for want of candour have retained 
prejudice to their own hurt. But I truſt in 
future, the Lord will ery my mind with pa- 


tience, 


all things, avendureth all things." 5 3 98 
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* ' My * foul at preſent doth Bungek and ik 
| after a' more entire conformity to the image of 

God. I fee nothing ſo defirable as holinefs : and” 
1 am reſolved, through grace, to rAramend it to! 
FE. all, both by example ard precept? and 1 J pray 
7 God, his kingdom may deſcend with power, 1 
'|Þ truſt the time is near, When the — ſhall ap- 
| ar to © make un End of fin in ne in a, and 
Nat in eveérlaſting Aehteculnc; my that the 
hole earth ſhall ſoon be filed With his glory.“ 
He who hath promifed it, ſaith; © Sutely TL 
come * Amen. Even fo come, Lord 
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